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Overview of Presentation

Review of key WVML agenda planks:
> Appalachian revitalization

> Build Back Better infrastructure

> FY2022 aé)propriations

> Healthy & resilient communities

> Incentives for downtown revitalization
> HUD ANCHOR initiative

Time for WV City Leaders to Advocate
to Congress & Biden Administration

> Resolutions, press, social media

> Letters, calls & visits to Congress

> Weigh in with Administration

> Fly-ins or Zoom-ins

Advocacy tools from WVML
> Template resolutions, letters, social media
> Support in communication with Congress &
Executive Branch
> QOrganizing fly-ins and zoom-ins
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WYV Cities Already Making Progress

B

* American Rescue Plan Act passed with major
“Fiscal Recovery Fund” resources for cities,
plus $3 billion for EDA grants, $10 billion for
water/sewer/stormwater, transportation
infrastructure

* Earmarking is back, for both FY2022 spending
bills and infrastructure package

* White House Interagency Task Force on Coal
Communities moving, and agencies reaching
out to conduct projects in WV cities




WEST VIRGINIA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
2021 FEDERAL ADVOCACY AGENDA —
REBUILDING WEST VIRGINIA’S CITIES

VWEST VIRGINA
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LEAGUE

West Vigginia cities ae the building blocks of good government, and centers of
commerce, cultuze and education in the Mountain State. The West Virginia Municipal
League and its 230 member cities, towns and villages will be active in advocacy to the U.S. Congress, the
White House, federal agencies, and key stakeholders on important federal legislation, regulation, policy
and resource issues in 2021. Rebuilding West Vigginia cities from the impacts of COVID-19 and other
challenges must be a top federal prionty in the Biden/Harns Admunsstration and 117* Congress. We call
for robust national investment and innovative, non-pastisan and common sense solutions in Washington

DC mn 2021, mcluding:
1) Solid Funding for Key Domestic Appropriations that Support Local Communiti

Congress should maintan and enhance its investment m FY2022 domestic appropriations t
keep local communities strong, This should include these 10 eatical areas:
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7 Increase App

to $1 billion

Fund HUD Community Development Block Grants at $3.5 billion

7 Boost EPA Clean Water SRF grants to $9 kilkon and Drinking Water SRF grants to
billion, and require states to provide a substantial portion of these funds to localities in
form of non-loan resousces include grants and debt prncipal forgiveness

7 Boost U.S. Department of Transportation grant funding for local projects, including
billion for Natonal Infrastrcture Investments (BUILD Graats), $900 million
Transportation Altemative Program (TAP) grants, and $1 billion anpually for a genev
"Tmmpnrulmn C mnmnnm' & System Pmen ation” (TCSP) program.

» Fund E D Ad jon (EDA) Public Works,

Adustment, Assistance to Coal Commumnrs and other grants with at least $500 million

Fully fund US.EPA B d grants at the autl 1 level of $250 million

Fund USDA Rural Development Funding at fully authonized level of $2.33 billion, and w

inceeased and more flexible fuading for community broadband projects to enable “Gigs

City” deployments in West Virginia

Increase fundiag for first respondess through $500 million to the FEMA Assistance

Firefighters Grant, $500 million for SAFER firefighter personnel grants, and $250 aull

for Department of Justice COPS Hiring grants

Adpust National Park Service’s Outdoor R Legacy P: hip elgibility cnte

to make these funds accessible to cities of less than 50,000 population — which inchy

essentially every WV aity, who are thus barred now from this program

Provide $150 mullion for National Endowment for the Arts grants to communities and lc

nsututions, and $125 million for the Historic Preservation Fund at the Natonal P

Service

POWER grants for economic diversificat
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WVML and West Visginia cities support a retun to congressionally-directed g
projects in the appropriations process, which were part of Congress” role from
founding of the Republic until just recently. Such earmarks should be focused on pul
purpose projects by municipal and other public entities, and key commuaity non-pec
under a process that is transparent, equitable, and based upon merit catena

2.) A Bold Infrastructure Authorization: Amenca must close the mas

e infrastcture backlog

in order to rebuild the flagging economy, particulady in areas of under-mvestment including
West Viggania. It is tme to rebuild together and get senous about $1+ tallon Natonal
Infrastructure legislation which:

-

FAST

mfrastrcture,

Includes transpostation
reanthorization),

(ncluding
water/sewer
broadband and telecommuucatnons, smart cities
technologies, renewable and reliable energy, clean
vehicle infrastructuce, beownficlds, and  green
nfrastructure

inpovation, sustainable and  resilient
approaches, and meanmngful local coatrol over
infrastructure  investments in our commuaities
lhmlmh enhancement of decision quhm authosity
itan Planning Org;

West Vi uguua must have umng and accessible passenges rail service to connect to the broader
tegion, and WV cities suppost the creation of a Regional Rail Corxidor that better links passenger
il service including both Amtak and MARC Tram, thiough the creation of multi-state
passenger rail compacts among West Visginia, Virginia, Pensylvania, Maryland, and Ohio

Fosters

3.) Support for Appalachian Innovation & Economic Diversification: While West Vigginia
mamntams faith and support i our traditional economic approaches, our state needs support for
economic sector diversification and innovation.
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WVML endogses the recent proposal for a “Marshall Plan for Middle America” to keep
communities  strong as  the fossil-fuel economy continues to  decline.  (w eg,

1 4 L and
farshall Plan for Coal Country Act” (S. J)U(; and the
(HLR. 5936) to implement these efforts

mppons legsslation such as tlw
“Eavironmental Justice for All Act”
Federal programs should enhance support for R&D, industry and mstimuonal partnershups,
piot intiatives and other approaches to sector diversification i Appalachua. Key sectors
mchide downstream shale gas manufacturing and other rmergmg mannlammng indhstries,
tousism and outdoor recreation, tech sector
services/data centers, and life/health sciences
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WVML endorses the proposal from the Biden Administration to create a new “Task Force
on Coal & Power Plant Communities”, and requests the opportunty to be part of thus
task force.

1) Resources for Healthy & Resilient Communities: West Virgunia’s citizens and families age
among the most unhealthy in the nation, and need resources & new approaches to tackle these
challenges

-,

The opicid crisis continues to ravage West Vicginia communities, destroying families and
disrupting the State’s economy. As stated by the National League of Cites, while Congress
has authonzed billions of dollars in federal funding to states for opioid abuse prevention,
mntervention, treatment and recovery services, there 1s a lack of clanty from Congress and
the Admunisteation on how States should use the mopey that has left millions of dollars in
tederal funding unspeat. Thus, Congress and the Admunsstration must ensure that funds

iated for sub abuse, P ion and VP

bolh mbusl and ible to local gov
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) Support for Anchar Institutions in Communities: The new economy

For info contact W1 ML E

7 According to the Kaiser Family Foundation, West Vigginia has
the highest zate of pre-existing conditions among non-elderly
adults (37%) of any state in the nation. Coagress and the
Administration must comumut — with real legishat

that people with preexisting health conditions  ase

‘¢ cnactments

guannteed equal access and affordable Lealth insurance, that
essential medical benefits are puasanteed, dat the poor have
access to affordable health insurance, and that resources are
devoted to lation health hes m ¢

7 West Virgina has been pounded by namesl disasters including
floods and stoems. We call on Congress, the Department of
Homeland Secuety, and other ledtnl agencies 1o mamtun
resour tor pre-disaster hazard g ili
lanning, and disaster , through approaches such as
the FEMA Bukding Residient lnlrutnu‘nu’r & Communities
(BRIC) funding, including more funding for all-hazards planuing
by smaller & rusal cities.
5) Tax 1 ives for Revitalization of D Many West Vieginia cities are determined

to restore grand bt deterioeated downtown buldings for new economic mvestment and
unproved quality of Lfe that can retain and attzact young and enteeprencurial workers and
families. Federal tax incentives for downtown rehabilitation ace catical for these efforts in aging
West Vieggrnaa commumities. WVML ealls on Congress to:

7  Conunue the Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit. and to
permanently increase this credit from 20% to 30% of quabfied expenses for
projects costing less than $2.5 million. Alo, Congress should cieate greater
fexibility for municipalities and noaprofit organizations to access Histotic
Tax Credit benefits. WML suppocts legislhition snch as the bipartisan
“HTC GO" bills proposed in the 116* Congress (HR. 2825/S. 2615).

7 Pass the "REHAB Act” - Revitalizing Economies. Housing, and
Business Act”, a bipartisan bill introduced in the 116* Congress (HR
6175) that would create federal tax credits for redeveloping heteronng and
Ulighted buildings.

7 WVML also calls for a renewal of the New Market Tax Credit
and for the preservation and shoning up of the 4% and 9% tax credits for
prvate investment in affordable housing (LIHTC)

in cities is being built in lacge part around anchor institations including
hospitals, health systems, colleagues and universities, innovation districts,
and other anchors. WYL ugges Congress o sppeopeince funding for 2
aew, $50 million “Ancl bl & Housing
% Opporanitios: for Revialization™ /\\cuom progeam to provide
stategic planning grants to localities that parties with eds, meds & othes

anchor i ions on cconomic revitalization initiaty

or Mart Ward ar /U 24222417 or ]




WVML Federal Issues (1 0f2)

* FY22 Budget & Appropriations for Rebuilding
Cities
> 12 programs
> Push for largest increases currently proposed
> Earmarks
* Infrastructure Authorization / Build Back Better
> Beyond transportation to water/sewer, telecom &
smart cities, energy, brownfields
> WV passenger rail expansion
> Sustainable & resilient
> More local control via MPOs




Key FY2022 Appropriations

B

ARC POWER - $1 billion

U.S. DOT BUILD Grant - $4 billion
EPA Brownfield Grants -- $350 million
First Responders - $500 million for FEMA Assistance to Firefighters
Grants, $500 million for FEMA SAFER fire grants, $250 million for DOJ
COPS Hiring grants

Arts & Historic Preservation - $150 million for NEA, $125 million

for NPS Historic Preservation Fund

USDA Rural Development $2.33 billion

HUD CDBG - $3.5 billion

Clean Water/Drinking Water SRF - $9 billion &
$5 billion
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Review of All Issues (2 of2)

* Healthy & Resilient Communities
> (Opioid resources
> Affordable health insurance
> All-hazards disaster mitigation &
recovery
* Tax Incentives for Downtowns

> Historic rehabilitation tax credits
> REHAB Act

> New Market Tax Credits
> LIHTC

* Anchor Institutions via HUD




WVML Advocacy Campaign -
The Rollout

o

* Choose an issue or two you can champion
* Put a real story behind the pitch

* Raise your voice locally: pass a Council
resolution backing the WVML agenda; get local
press; move into social media (by mid-April)

* Cover letters on top of WVML agenda to
Senator Manchin, Senator Capito, and your
Member of Congress - emphasizing key issues
(by mid-April)

* Talk/visit with Members of Congress (by end
of April)

* Letters to White House Task Force / key
agencies (by end of April)

* Participate in WVML visits/zooms
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* WVML will send emails with step-by-
step tools as we need them rolled
out; and place on WVML.org
website

* Sample resolutions, press releases &
social media posts

* Sample cover letters to WV
delegation

* Sample letters to White House &
agencies

* Contact info for WV congressional
offices for requesting meetings/
ZooMms




Q&A / Discussion

Matt Ward & Sarah Marin

That’s a
Wrap?

For more info, contact WVYML'’s
Jacy Faulkner and Travis Blosser




