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1. Review of key WVML agenda planks: 
➢ Appalachian revitalization 
➢ Build Back Better infrastructure 
➢ FY2022 appropriations 
➢ Healthy & resilient communities 
➢ Incentives for downtown revitalization 
➢ HUD ANCHOR initiative 

2. Time for WV City Leaders to Advocate               
to Congress & Biden Administration 

➢ Resolutions, press, social media 
➢ Letters, calls & visits to Congress 
➢ Weigh in with Administration 
➢ Fly-ins or Zoom-ins 

3. Advocacy tools from WVML 
➢ Template resolutions, letters, social media 
➢ Support in communication with Congress & 

Executive Branch 
➢ Organizing fly-ins and zoom-ins

Overview	of	Presentation



∗ American Rescue Plan Act passed with major 
“Fiscal Recovery Fund” resources for cities, 
plus $3 billion for EDA grants, $10 billion for 
water/sewer/stormwater, transportation 
infrastructure 

∗ Earmarking is back, for both FY2022 spending 
bills and infrastructure package 

∗ White House Interagency Task Force on Coal 
Communities moving, and agencies reaching 
out to conduct projects in WV cities 

WV	Cities	Already	Making	Progress



Review of                                   
WVML Federal Advocacy 

Agenda



∗ FY22 Budget & Appropriations for Rebuilding 
Cities  
➢ 12 programs 
➢ Push for largest increases currently proposed 
➢ Earmarks 

∗ Infrastructure Authorization / Build Back Better 
➢ Beyond transportation to water/sewer, telecom & 

smart cities, energy, brownfields 
➢ WV passenger rail expansion 
➢ Sustainable & resilient 
➢ More local control via MPOs 

∗ Appalachian Revitalization (including seat at table)

WVML	Federal	Issues	(1	of	2)



ARC POWER – $1 billion 
U.S. DOT BUILD Grant – $4 billion  
EPA Brownfield Grants -- $350 million  
First Responders – $500 million for FEMA Assistance to Firefighters 
Grants, $500 million for FEMA SAFER fire grants, $250 million for DOJ 
COPS Hiring grants 
Arts & Historic Preservation – $150 million for NEA, $125 million                        
for NPS Historic Preservation Fund 
USDA Rural Development $2.33 billion 
HUD CDBG – $3.5 billion 
Clean Water/Drinking Water SRF – $9 billion &                                                      
$5 billion 
 

Key	FY2022	Appropriations	



∗ Healthy & Resilient Communities 
➢ Opioid resources 
➢ Affordable health insurance  
➢ All-hazards disaster mitigation & 

recovery 
∗ Tax Incentives for Downtowns 

➢ Historic rehabilitation tax credits 
➢ REHAB Act 
➢ New Market Tax Credits 
➢ LIHTC 

∗ Anchor Institutions via HUD

Review	of	All	Issues	(2	of	2)



∗ Choose an issue or two you can champion 
∗ Put a real story behind the pitch 
∗ Raise your voice locally:  pass a Council 

resolution backing the WVML agenda; get local 
press; move into social media (by mid-April) 

∗ Cover letters on top of WVML agenda to 
Senator Manchin, Senator Capito, and your 
Member of Congress – emphasizing key issues 
(by mid-April) 

∗ Talk/visit with Members of Congress (by end 
of April) 

∗ Letters to White House Task Force / key 
agencies (by end of April) 

∗ Participate in WVML visits/zooms 

WVML	Advocacy	Campaign	–	 
The	Rollout



∗ WVML will send emails with step-by-
step tools as we need them rolled 
out; and place on WVML.org 
website 

∗ Sample resolutions, press releases & 
social media posts  

∗ Sample cover letters to WV 
delegation 

∗ Sample letters to White House & 
agencies 

∗ Contact info for WV congressional 
offices for requesting meetings/
zooms 

∗ Supporting your visits/zooms with 

WVML	Tools



Q&A / Discussion

Thank you!
Matt Ward & Sarah Marin 

Matt.Ward@StrategiesDC.com 
Sarah.Marin@StrategiesDC.com 

202.422.2411 
www.StrategiesDC.com 

For more info, contact WVML’s                             
Jacy Faulkner and Travis Blosser


